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doctrine in regard to the Church/ In 1826, all
the Catholic bishops united in a declaration that
in civil matters 'they hold themselves bound in
conscience to obey the civil government of this
realm . . . notwithstanding any dispensation or
order to the contrary to be had from the Pope or
any authority of the Church of Rome.'20 And Dr.
Doyle, the most influential, if the youngest,30 of the
Irish Catholic bishops, assured Lord Liverpool
that' Papal influence will never induce the Catho-
lics of this country either to continue tranquil or
to be disturbed, either to aid, or to oppose the
Government; and that your lordship can con-
tribute much more than the Pope to secure their
allegiance or to render them disaffected.'31
It is obviously a political question as to the
nature of sovereignty that is at the bottom of this
discussion; and the attitude of Parliament, on the
one hand, and of the Catholics on the other, to the
problem of security against Roman aggression
throws this aspect of emancipation into very
striking relief. The fear clearly is that the nature
of their religious allegiance will compel Catholics
to endanger the Protestant nature of the State,
Means must therefore be had to make the govern-
ment sufficiently in control of Catholic loyalty as
to guard against that risk. In G-rattan's Bill oJ
1813 a long oath of loyalty was inserted by Can
29 Declaration of the Catholic Bishops, etc., London, 1826, p. 14.
fio See the amusing opinion expressed of him by the voluble an
excitahle Milner.   Ward, op. tit., Ill, 153.
** Letter to Lord Liverpool on the fiotnan Catholic Claims, p. 115.